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number has been nearly doubled Most schools in ti>e
large towns have to work two shifts as a result In the
morning from 8 till 12 30 or i o'clock one set of classes
occupy the building, and in the afternoon iron 2 or 2 30
until 7 o'clock another set of classes In mam of the
smaller places the school-buildings are still poor and poorh-
equipped by our standards But to-day nearh e\erv
village has a school of some kind, and the building of new
and well-equipped buildings was going steadily on (tJl the
war interrupted it) as fast as the available supplies of build-
ing materials, which were also so much needed for factories
and dwelling-houses, would allow
Everyone living in the same place goes to the same
school, and there is coeducation of boys and girls together
in the same schools and the same classes from the kinder-
garten to the university Where in a town or district there
are people who speak a language which is not the language
of the republic they are in, they have the right to have their
own school and to be taught in their own language First
of all there is what is called Pre-School Education This is
voluntary for those parents who wish to make use of it It
includes the crSche and the kindergarten > sometimes these
being provided by the factory for children of its workers,
especially where many women workers are employed
Here mothers who work during the day can leave their
children to be looked after while they are at work a
fact which has been very important in enabling women to
take up jobs as well as men This Pre-School Education
caters for children up to the age of seven or eight Next
comes what is called the Seven Year School for boys and
girls between eight and fifteen This is compulsory, and
those joining the school at seven or eight are supposed
already to have learned to read and write, either at home
or at a kindergarten It is divided into a junior, or prim-
ary, stage (eight to twelve) and a senior stage (twelve to
fifteen), and for the last ten years this has been compulsory
for all children in cities and industrial centres in the Russian
Republic and the Ukramean Republic, while the four